A report read before the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland.
The medicinal use of Alcohol may be truly said to be the growth of this century, and, as it is charged that the employment under the sanction of the profession has wrought much injury to the public good, we think it is fitting that the matter should be thoroughly investigated. It A comparison of the ages at which each class died, showed that to trade in liquor cost three aiid a half years of life ; the alcoholic trader dying at the age of 36 8-10 years, the ordinary patient at 40 6-8 years, the shortness of life in both patients being adduced to the fact that they were hospital patients. The morbid alterations of the two series were as follows: Passing over the stomach, the changes in which are not always evident through morbid anatomy, it was shown, with regard to the liver, that in the alcoholic series there was a great and unmistakable increase of cirrhosis, which disease was found in twenty-two persons of the alcoholic to eight of the non-alcoholic series, the liability to cirrhosis being thus nearly trebled by alcoholic abuse. Fatty degeneration was also increased. In the lungs pneumonia proved to be rather less frequent with the alcoholic, but empyaemia, as distinguished from simple pleurisy, belonged especially to the alcoholic series.
The next important conclusion related to tubercle, which in every shape was most frequent in the alcoholic traders.
As the relation between alcohol and tubercles has been the subject of some difference of opinion, it was shown in detail that under alcohol every kind of disease of the lungs to which the term tubercular could be applied was increased.
The increase, however, was greatest where the disease was certified as truly tubercular, by the concurrence of disease of the same kind in other organs. This multiple form of disease affected thirty persons of the alcoholic series, nineteen of the non-alcoholic. Tubercle, including all kinds, affected the lungs in sixty-one persons of the alcoholic to forty-four of the non-alcoholic class. It was further shown, that in each of the following organs, the brain, the liver, the kidneys, the spleen, bowels, mesenteric glands, and peritoneum, tubercle was at least twice as common in the alcoholic as in the non-alcoholic category. The (to be continued.)
